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PUBLIC COMMENTS AND RESPONSES

Letters of comment received as a result of the public review of the Draft EA are included in this
appendix. All of the letters received are listed below. Copies of these letters follow, along with
the responses.

Comment Letter Page

1—Susan Pengilly Neitzel, Boise, Idaho.................................................................................... D-2

2—Sharon Pratt, Emmett, Idaho................................................................................................. D-3

3—Richard W. Wilson, Boise, Idaho ......................................................................................... D-4

4—Diane Mazy, Boise, Idaho..................................................................................................... D-6

5—Bill Dillon, New Plymouth, Idaho ........................................................................................ D-7

6—Rick Peterson, John Overfelt, Bob Parks, Don Sulgrove, Carl Pook, Thomas Grant,
Gene Corn, Bryan Frederick, Guy Gerard, Randy Lindler; Emmett, Idaho.
Todd D. Martin; Boise, Idaho. (Same letter submitted by multiple parties.) ....................... D-8
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1—Susan Pengilly Neitzel, Boise, Idaho

1-1 Comment noted.

1-2 Under Alternative A and Alternative B, Reclamation
will carry out Section 106 review for undertakings
proposed in the WMA and elsewhere in the RMP
Study Area. Every attempt will be made to involve
Reclamation’s cultural resource staff in the earliest
planning stages of a project, so that timely
consultations can be carried out and full consideration
can be given to matters of site eligibility, project
effects, and mitigation.

1-3 Comment noted. Alternative B calls for designation of
the old town site as a historic district.

1-4 Comment noted. This is the intended emphasis under
Alternative B.

1-1

1-2

1-3
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2—Sharon Pratt, Emmett, Idaho

2-1 Comment noted.

2-2 As described in the Final EA, the proposed no-wake zone
upstream of the mouth of Squaw Creek will not be pursued
and is no longer part of Alternative B. Implementation of a
no-wake zone would require a County ordinance and
enforcement by the County Sheriff, because they have
jurisdiction on the water surface. Therefore, it would not be a
management action initiated by Reclamation.

2-3 Non-Federal, public entity managing partners are needed to
develop many of the potential facilities allowed under
Alternative B. Agency coordination will be important for
management, and is a critical component of the RMP.

2-4 Between 25 and 50 acres of additional wetland/pond acres
are proposed in the Preferred Alternative. The primary goal
of the WMA is to manage to support game and non-game
wildlife habitat, including fish and waterfowl. A monitoring
and maintenance plan for all ponds within the Montour
WMA will include control measures for Eurasian milfoil.
Reclamation will maintain all wetlands and ponds and the
area in and around them within an Integrated Pest
Management Plan.

2-5 The RMP is a guidance document that will be used by
Reclamation staff during the next 15 years. The components
of the plan will be implemented as funding permits. Having
this plan available allows Reclamation to request budgets
according to the needs of the area and as identified in the
RMP process.

2-1
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3—Richard W. Wilson, Boise, Idaho

3-1 Comment noted. Alternative B reflects the
emphases at the WMA on wildlife management.
The Montour WMA will be managed in compliance
with its established intent; with management
priorities focused on wildlife and habitat values as
they relate to both game and non-game species.
Other activities, including dog training, will be
allowed at appropriate locations according to
established seasonal and locational restrictions
consistent with IDFG regulations.

3-1
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3-2 See response to Comment 2-4.

3-3 IDFG is primarily responsible for wildlife
management at the Montour WMA. Based on their
research and findings at other WMAs, IDFG believes
that the extension of the closure date is necessary to
maximize nesting success for late-nesting and re-
nesting waterfowl. Many other species of nesting
birds would also benefit from the extended closure.

3-4 Reclamation does not plan to issue grazing leases in
portions of the WMA where it has been excluded.
IDFG’s management goals are to maintain tall
grass/forb areas providing dense nesting cover on
approximately 50 percent of the upland habitat within
the WMA so as to optimize the vigor, bio-diversity,
and density of vegetation. The goal of eliminating
grazing in these areas is to allow tall grasses and
forbs to grow and provide cover for pheasants and
other wildlife.

3-5 Reclamation does not plan to create a pond
specifically for year-round recreational use.

3-6 Comment noted.

3-2

3-3

3-4
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4—Diane Mazy, Boise, Idaho

4-1 Comment noted.

4-2 The proposed parking areas, fencing, and other
structures under Alternative B would be applied in
existing use areas to better control access and
reduce damage to vegetation and the spread of
noxious weeds. Additional recreation
improvements, for example, at the Montour
Campground, would only occur if a non-Federal
public entity managing partner to cost-share were
found.

4-3 See response to Comment 3-3.

4-4 Special events within the Montour WMA would be
evaluated in terms of their compatibility with
wildlife management goals and objectives. To
preclude impacts to sensitive and other wildlife
species, special events that are incompatible with
WMA management goals and objectives could
possibly be held at a developed recreation site like
Triangle Park.

4-5 See response to comments 2-4, 3-1, and 3-4.

4-1
4-2
4-3
4-4

4-5



Black Canyon Reservoir and Montour WMA Resources Management Plan: Final EA

Appendix D Public Comments and Responses D-7

5—Bill Dillon, New Plymouth, Idaho

5-1 See response to Comment 2-4. IDFG’s management
goal for the Montour WMA is to maximize
waterfowl production and to develop extensive
areas of upland pheasant cover. Measures to
provide for production of both species are described
in Chapter 2 of this Final EA. Also, please see
response to comment 3-4.

5-2 See response to comments 3-3, 3-4, and 4-4.

5-3 Comment noted.

5-1

5-2

5-3



Black Canyon Reservoir and Montour WMA Resources Management Plan: Final EA

D-8 Appendix D Public Comments and Responses

6—Rick Peterson, John Overfelt, Bob Parks, Don
Sulgrove, Carl Pook, Thomas Grant, Gene Corn,
Bryan Frederick, Guy Gerard, Randy Lindler;
Emmett, Idaho. Todd D. Martin; Boise, Idaho.

6-1 See response to Comment 2-2.

6-2 Improvements will be made at the boat ramps if
Gem County or another non-Federal public entity
managing partner is found to cost-share.
Reclamation is required to have such a partner for
any recreation improvements.

6-3 See response to Comment 6-2.

6-4 The nesting habitat restrictions will be implemented
as described in this Final EA and as noted in
response to Comment 3-3. IDFG agrees that past
enforcement of seasonal closures on wetlands and
ponds at Montour has been inadequate and plans to
increase enforcement actions.

6-5 The proposed no-wake zone has been eliminated.
Please see response to Comment 2-2.

6-6 When Reclamation allowed the gate to Cobblestone
Park to remain open during the off-season, the
facilities were vandalized. This requires the gate
remain closed during this period, unless a
cooperating entity (city, county or state) is willing
to take responsibility for the facilities and open and
close the gate daily.

6-1
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